16. TEACHING THE MEANING OF
VEDASTO MAHARISHIS

Once the great Deluge overtook the world and
all including Brahma and Vishnu and the vedas were
eclipsed. Lord Siva was directed to receive the
three-fold functions of creation, protection and
destruction and so he created Vishnu and from Vishnu's
body Brahma also. Brahma took up the function of
creation. Lord Siva pronounced the Pranava Mantra and
from that the Vedas came into being.

At Naimisaranya, the Rishis have studied Vedas,
But they could not understand their import. At that time
a Rishi named Arabanda appeared before them. They
told him that they were unhapppy as they could not
understand the import of the vedas, Arabanda told
them that the vedas which emanated from Lord
siva could be interpreted only by him. He also
asked, the Rishis to proceed to Madurai where
Somasundareswara's Vimanas, Lord Dakshinamoorthy
was seated. They should do penance in front of Lord
Dakshinamoorthy for getting enlightenment The Rishis
accordingly went to Madurai, worshipped Lord
Somasundareswara and Goddess, Meenakshi. Then they
went to Lord Dakshnamoorthy. They worshipped him and
chanted the Mantras which they had learnt from
Arabanda, for a year.

Towards the end, the Lord appeared in the
form of lad of sixteen years. They prostrated and
presented their prayers. He took them to Lord Siva's